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Tricks for Silhouettes
Adapted from Photzy

We’ve all seen silhouettes, and the history of the word is interesting. The word comes
from the name of Etienne de Silhouette, a French author and politician who famously
decorated his chateau with cheap cutouts of himself.

In photography, a silhouette is defined as a dark area outlined against a
lighter background. Below are some tips for taking better silhouettes.
Who knows, the challenge words for October may include the word
silhouette! So pay attention.

Tip #1: Find a bright background. Sunrises and sunsets are ideal times to
watch for silhouette opportunities. Post your subject in front of a bright
light source, but don’t meter off the subject (more on that below.)

Tip #2: Declutter the background. Silhouettes are
generally simple shapes, so if other objects are in the
frame, see if you can shift the subject, or move yourself, or
zoom in a bit to focus only on the subject.

Tip #3: Expose for the bright background. This not only
provides a brilliantly lit and colored background, it also will
underexpose your subject to near black. Choose a high f-
stop to bring both the subject and background in focus,
and use a fast shutter speed to get that underexposure on
the subject. You can best accomplish all of this by shooting
in manual mode. Continued on page 2
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Photographing Silhouettes (continued)
Tip #4: A little editing goes a long way. In your processing software, enhance the contrast, darken
the blacks, and lighten the whites. In Photoshop or Lightroom, using the Clarity and/or the Dehaze

sliders can also enhance the effect.

Have some fun with silhouettes, and don’t forget to share your results with the club.

Weekly Challenge

At each meeting of the Club, held on the 3" Thursday of each month, four challenge prompts will
be presented for the following month. Focus on one word or phrase each week to complete all
four to share at the following month’s meeting. Folks who can’t attend the meetings will get the
list in the newsletter. September challenge photos will be shown at the September meeting.

September
Bottle Relax
Fountain Folded

Meeting Schedule

Meetings are held on the 3 Thursday of the month at the Sierra Vista Police Station Training
Room, 911 Coronado, Sierra Vista. Meetings begin at 4 PM. September meeting: How to Use
Densitometer — Using Density Control vs. Your Eyes: Mark Hannah

2026 Meeting Calendar

October 15: Brazil: Bob Luce
November 19: Best Photos of 2026: Club Members
December 17: Holiday Party and 2027 elections

Remembering Teng Go

Club member Teng Go is presumed dead after suffering an accident
in Idaho at the end of August. Teng was an excellent photographer,
and a kind man with a great sense of humor. Chaplains in the area
are assisting the family. He was 88 years old.

Photo: courtesy of PDS (Sierra Vista Golf Center)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hy3gh89ir38

Cochise County Cooperative
Extension Water Wise Program is
looking for photos with a water
theme to feature in future marketing
materials and our yearly Water Wise
calendar.

Photo ideas may include:

Rainfall, clouds, monsoon skies,
native plants, wildlife, rivers, washes,
ponds, water harvesting, landscapes,
gardens, irrigation, or creative
images (excluding Al*) that tell a
water-related story.

*Al Generated images not accepted

Submission Deadline: November 1, 2026
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The annual Water Wise calendar

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

PHOTO CONTEST

tinyurl.com/WWPhotoContest
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Cooperative Extension

Cochise County
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