
Sierra Vista Camera Club August 2026 Newsletter

August 2026 Newsletter www.svcameraclub.com

Make Your Sunset Photos Pop
Adapted from Photzy

Photos provided by Val Sleger

Great sunset photos require great sunsets, which usually means some cloud cover. 
Now that monsoon is in full swing, we have plenty of clouds building during the day that 
can lead to some of our spectacular sunsets. Here are some tips to help you get the 
best sunset photos possible. 

Manual mode gives you the most control. Capture your images in RAW format so you 
can make editing decisions in post processing. Consider slightly underexposing. Try an 
aperture setting of f/11 or f/16 to ensure the photo is sharp from front to back. Start with 
a shutter speed of 1/60, take a couple of test shots, and adjust as needed. If you need to 
drop below 1/30, use a tripod. Start with a low ISO – 100-200 - to minimize noise, which 
can really show in the shadows. Experiment with adjusting your white balance. Try the 
“cloudy” option, or, if your camera displays white balance in Kelvin, set it in the 6000s to 
warm up the shot.

Set your metering to Spot, and pick a mid-tone area away from the sun to take your 
meter reading. If you meter off a dark point, the camera will blow out the sun. If you 
meter off the sun, the photo will be underexposed. 

If you can find a good foreground subject, 
include it in your photo. It gives depth to the 
image, adds context, and dimension, and helps 
tell a story. 

We have no shortage of beautiful vistas to find 
the perfect sunset. Grab your gear, a cold drink, 
and a flashlight, and go make some sunset 
images. Remember to share your work with the 
club!
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At each meeting of the Club, held on the 3rd Thursday of each month, four challenge prompts will 
be presented for the following month. Focus on one word or phrase each week to complete all 
four to share at the following month’s meeting. Folks who can’t attend the meetings will get the 
list in the newsletter. August challenge photos will be shown at the August meeting. 

August
In a row
In my yard

Shade
Triangle

Meeting Schedule
Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Sierra Vista Police Station Training 
Room, 911 Coronado, Sierra Vista. Meetings begin at 4 PM. August meeting: How to Capture 
Red Light Exposures on Digital vs. Film: Norm Beasley

OfficersPresident: Sheila ForakerVice-President  Program Coordinator: Bob LuceSecretary: Joyce GenskeTreasurer: Madeleine Charron

Officers
President: Sheila Foraker
Vice-President & Program Coordinator: Bob Luce
Secretary: Joyce Genske
Treasurer: Madeleine Charron

August 20: How to Capture Red Light Exposures on Digital vs. Film: Norm Beasley

September 17: How to Use Densitometer – Using Density Control vs. Your Eyes: 
Mark Hannah

October 15: Brazil: Bob Luce

November 19: Best Photos of 2026: Club Members

December 17: Holiday Party and 2027 elections

2026 Meeting Calendar

Weekly Challenge

Cooperative Extension Photo Contest: Show Us Water Through Your Lens

Cochise County Cooperative Extension Water Wise Program is looking for photos with a water theme 
to feature in future marketing materials and our yearly Water Wise calendar.

Ideas may include: rainfall, clouds, monsoon skies, native plants, wildlife, rivers, washes, ponds, 
water harvesting, landscapes, gardens, irrigation, or creative images (EXCLUDING AI) that tell a water-
related story. Submission deadline: November 1, 2026. Submit your photos at 
tinyrul.com/WWPhotoContest   Flyer on the following page.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hy3gh89ir38
tinyurl.com/WWPhotoContest
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