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Shopping for a new Lens?
By Val Sleger

When I got my first DSLR back in 2009 (looking
at you, Canon Tsi), I had the option of buying a
package that had two lenses; an 18-55mm,
and a 55-250mm. While I was eager to
upgrade from my tiny little pocket Fuji, I
wasn’t keen on the idea of having to switch
out lenses while out hiking. I didn’t want to
carry a pack full of lenses, either. The
salesman asked what I was interested in
photographing, and when I told him I was
mostly interested in scenery, but still wanted
to have enough zoom to capture a bird or
interesting wild animal, he recommended a
“walkaround” superzoom – the Tamron 180270mm. It was heavier than either kit lens, but
the flexibility it offered was a distinct
advantage for me, and I shot with it for years
before selling it to a friend and adding a little
more reach with a Sigma 18-300mm.
Fast-forward a dozen years, and I made the
switch to a mirrorless camera. My camera, a
Canon RP, is full-frame, which means I lost
some reach. My prior camera was a 1.6 crop
sensor, so my lens effectively gave me a range
of 28.8mm to 480mm. The closest
“walkaround” available for my camera model
is 24-240mm. It’s a great all-purpose lens, but I
wanted something wider, so when Canon
introduced the 16mm 2.8 lens for a reasonable
price, I snapped it up.
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Roaming Ramsey Canyon, or sitting in the
shade at Ash Canyon looking for birds, I found
that 240mm wasn’t long enough, so I sprung
for a 100-400mm for birding. Now I’m in that
position I didn’t want all those years ago;
multiple lenses for different circumstances.
If you have a camera that allows for
interchangeable lenses, you are likely in the
same boat. According to the MasterClass
website (linked below), there are many
considerations when considering a new lens.
After deciding what you are interested in
photographing, you’ll be evaluating the focal
length and aperture range. Cost and weight
are important factors.
Do you want a prime lens, which has a fixed
focal length? (You’ll be “zooming with your
feet” with these lenses). Maybe a zoom lens
will better fit your needs. What about macro
photography, or wide-angle lenses for
landscapes?
Below are a few links that may help you with
your lens purchasing decisions. Happy
shopping!
MasterClass: Basic Types of Camera Lenses
Adorama: First Lens Buying Guide
Which Camera Lens is for You? (11:54)
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It’s Challenge Time!
Each month, we’re posting lists of terms to get you thinking about how you can make images that fit
the themes posted. Some are straight-forward, while others are more conceptual. Either way,
having prompts can help you focus your photography and give you a reason to get out and shoot.
Below are the lists for June (current photos showcased here), and July. Feel free to submit photos
from either category. You’ll notice this list for July is a bit pared down. We haven’t had as much
participation as we’d like. I’m wondering if a shorter list will feel less overwhelming.
Please consider joining! It’s a fun, no-stress way to keep up your photography skills and your eye
for composition. Feel free to photograph one of each word, several of one word, or mix and match.
We love seeing what everyone is working on! Send your photos to: azval.sleger@gmail.com

June Word List
Commerce
Communication
Quirky
Vision
Ordinary
Pastime
Flowers
Hiding

July Word List
Full
Cute
Waiting
Broken
Door

Meeting Schedule
Through the end of 2022, we have meeting space reserved at the Sierra Vista Police Department,
911 Coronado Blvd in the Training Room. The meeting schedule is 4:00 PM – 7:00 PM. Topics vary
from month to month, but there will always be time to share Member photos, so bring a flash
drive of pictures to share.
The next meeting will be Thursday, July 21, beginning at 4 PM. As of the time of publication, the
topic is still TBA, but you can be sure there will be time for member photos. Hope to see you
there!

Club Members Featured in Cochise College Publication
A BIG shout-out to members Joyce Genske
and Ande Savage for having photographs
selected for the Cochise College Literary
magazine, Mirage. Ande has one photo
included, and Joyce has three, as well as
being featured on the cover.
Congratulations, ladies!

2021 Mirage Cover by Joyce Genske
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Member Photos
We love to see your photos – even if you aren’t looking for challenge words.
We showcase them in the newsletter, and you are encouraged to bring
them to the meeting on a flash drive!
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Member Photos
Sam Scherf sent us some nice challenge-word photos

Amen. Sam tells us the
dog will not eat until the
owner says “Amen.”

Barren

Busy
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Member Photos
Macro by Sam Scherf

Vision by Joyce Genske. Anatabha
Stupa
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Member Photos
Challenge word photos from Joyce Genske
Commerce: Peck’s Farm
Market

Communication: Quoth the
Ravens

Flower: Amaryllis
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Member Photos
Challenge word photos from Joyce Genske
Hiding: Regal Horned Toad

Pastime

Quirky: Even the flowers
have gone to pot

Ordinary: Orange Weed
Flower
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