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Camera Controls For Landscape Photography: Depth of Field Preview
Adapted from a Photzy Quick Guide by David Veldman

In the May issue of the newsletter, we discussed different uses for the self-timer. In this
last article in the series, we take a look at Depth of Field Preview.

If you examine a photograph you have taken, you may find the image is not sharp from
front to back. The fault is often in the aperture settings. When the aperture is too wide,
parts of the image come out of focus. Stopping down, or focus stacking in post-
processing, can help correct these problems, but by using Depth of Field preview, you
can often get the desired look straight out of camera.

When you look through the viewfinder, most DSLR cameras, and many mirrorless
models, do not represent how your final exposure will look. Pressing the preview button
stops the lens down to the aperture you have dialed in, showing you exactly how much
depth of field you have.

Many DSLR and mirrorless models have a separate Depth of Field Preview button
located on the camera body. It’s often found on the front of the camera, near the lens
mount. To find the location of your camera’s DOF preview button (or to learn if your
model has one), do a quick Google search.

Todays cameras are remarkable devices, and they can produce stunning images. To
make the most of these features, you must familiarize yourself with all of the controls,
their locations, and how to operate them. Now that the summer heat is upon us, it might
be a good time to dig out the camera manual, or visit Google, and learn more about all
the tools covered in the past several issues: Metering, Bracketing, Focus Stacking, the
Self-Timer, and the Depth of Field preview.
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Weekly Challenge

At each meeting of the Club, held on the 3™ Thursday of each month, four challenge prompts will
be presented for the following month. Focus on one word or phrase each week to complete all
four to share at the following month’s meeting. Folks who can’t attend the meetings will get the
list in the newsletter. June challenge photos will be shown at the June meeting.

June
Look Up One-ltem Still Life (see article below for ideas)
Five Shadows

Meeting Schedule

Meetings are held on the 3™ Thursday of the month at the Sierra Vista Police Station Training
Room, 911 Coronado, Sierra Vista. Meetings begin at 4 PM. June meeting: Photographic Art by
Ande Savage

2026 Meeting Calendar
June 18: Photographic Art Collection: Ande Savage
July 16: PASM - How and When to Use These Settings: Sheila Foraker
August 20: How to Capture Red Light Exposures on Digital vs. Film: Norm Beasley

September 17: How to Use Densitometer — Using Density Control vs. Your Eyes:
Mark Hannah

October 15: Brazil: Bob Luce
November 19: Best Photos of 2026: Club Members
December 17: Holiday Party and 2027 elections

The Simplest Still Life Set Up You’ll Ever Try

A still life photo doesn’t need to be complicated. No need for multiple books, bowls of
fruit, tiers of objects, or balanced colors. How about a natural light source and one simple
object, such as a book, a plant, a flower, or a teacup. Experiment with angles and light
direction. Show off your creation at the June meeting. (One-item still life is one of the
challenge words.)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hy3gh89ir38
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