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Camera Controls For Landscape Photography
Adapted from a Photzy Quick Guide by David Veldman

Photo provided by Val Sleger

In the April issue of the newsletter, we discussed bracketing and focus stacking. This 
month, we take a look at the self-timer.

The self-timer? Isn’t that used so you can depress the shutter and then run around the 
camera and get in the photo with the rest of your family? That’s one use, but the self-
timer can also be used to improve your landscape shots. Bracketing, focus stacking, 
and long exposures all require stability. Even the tiniest bit of camera jitter can result in 
disappointing images. 

What causes that jitter? Even something as seemingly inconsequential as depressing 
the shutter can cause camera movement. As we age, our hands aren’t as steady as they 
used to be. Telephoto lenses are heavy, and fatigue can play a part in camera 
movement. The more you zoom in on the subject, the greater the effect of camera 
movement.

Try making use of a tripod, a stone wall, a ledge, or another sturdy surface as a base for 
your camera. Compose the shot and select the shutter speed, aperture, and ISO. Next, 
set the self-timer on your camera. Most have 2- or 10-second options. Some have other 
options. For landscapes, the 2-second option is generally sufficient. Depress the 
shutter and wait.

Consult your camera’s manual to learn how to locate and engage the self-timer. Just 
remember to disengage when you have finished your session, so you don’t later miss a 
photo while waiting for the shutter to release.

Next month: Depth of Field preview
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At each meeting of the Club, held on the 3rd Thursday of each month, four challenge prompts will 
be presented for the following month. Focus on one word or phrase each week to complete all 
four to share at the following month’s meeting. Folks who can’t attend the meetings will get the 
list in the newsletter. May challenge photos will be shown at the May meeting. 

May
Pens/Pencils/Crayons (take your pick)
Pasta

On My Street
Look Down

Meeting Schedule
Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Sierra Vista Police Station Training 
Room, 911 Coronado, Sierra Vista. Meetings begin at 4 PM. May meeting: Polarizing Filters
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May 21: Polarizing Filters: Betsy Kunzer

June 18: Photographic Art Collection: Ande Savage

July 16: PASM - How and When to Use These Settings: Sheila Foraker

August 20: How to Capture Red Light Exposures on Digital vs. Film: Norm Beasley

September 17: How to Use Densitometer – Using Density Control vs. Your Eyes: 
Mark Hannah

October 15: Brazil: Bob Luce

November 19: Best Photos of 2026: Club Members

December 17: Holiday Party and 2027 elections

2026 Meeting Calendar

Weekly Challenge

Flex Your Mental Muscles

Want to test your photography knowledge? Ask Google to find a photography quiz. You’ll get hundreds of 
results. Some ask for your email to send you the results. Others highlight your answer and the correct 
response right away. Below is a link to a simple trivia quiz that displays all the questions, and the answers, 
on a single, scrollable page. How did YOU do?

https://www.lindacooke.photo/Quiz

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hy3gh89ir38
https://www.lindacooke.photo/Quiz
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