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Camera Controls For Landscape Photography
Adapted from a Photzy Quick Guide by David Veldman

In the March issue of the newsletter, we discussed metering options. This month, we
take a look at bracketing.

In any landscape scene, you are likely to have a variety of tones; shadows, midtones,
and highlights. Think of a mountain scene. The sky will probably made up of the lightest
tones; the mountains, the darkest tones; and the foreground, the midtones. Trying to get
the proper exposure for all three areas of your image in one photo can be difficult. Even a
perfectly metered shot may have plugged shadows or blown highlights. The use of
bracketing can help minimize, or even eliminate, these exposure challenges.

Bracketing involves taking several shots of the same scene. Some will expose properly
for the highlights, some for the foreground, and some for the middle ground. Each
bracketed shot will vary between 1/3 of a stop to a full stop (rarely more), for each part of
the scene. As an example, you might set exposure for the sky, then for the mountains,
then for the foreground. A tripod is essential for this technique, because any camera
movement will make it far more challenging to process the final image. Many cameras
allow the photographer to set the number of stops to under- and over-expose the image,
and then will change the exposure with each frame. Refer to your camera’s manual to
learn where to set up bracketing. The number of exposures, and the range between
under and over-exposure, will vary by camera make and model.
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Bracketing menu on a Canon R5. The camera is set to under- and
over-expose by one full stop, and take one shot at correct
exposure, as indicated by the three red lines on the menu screen.

Not all cameras will allow up to 6 stops difference. Continued on page 2
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Bracketing (continued)

What to do with the images once you have them in camera? It depends on your processing
software. Some will allow you to import all the exposures and then combine them into a single
image with a few mouse clicks. In some programs, (Adobe Photoshop and Photoshop Elements,
as well as others), you can manually combine the images through the use of layers and layer
masks. Regardless of how you handle post-processing, remember to reset your camera to remove
bracketing after composing your bracketed shots.

A related technique is focus stacking, where the camera settings (ISO, shutter speed, aperture,
and white balance) remain constant, but the focal point changes with each frame. The images are
then imported into processing software and “stacked”, or combined so that the foreground,
middleground, and background, are all in sharp focus.

Learn more

The Ultimate Guide to Exposure Bracketing (11:43)

Bracketing in Photography

Focus Stacking: The Ultimate Guide (with step-by-step instructions)

Next month: The Self-Timer

Weekly Challenge
At each meeting of the Club, held on the 3" Thursday of each month, four challenge prompts will
be presented for the following month. Focus on one word or phrase each week to complete all
four to share at the following month’s meeting. Folks who can’t attend the meetings will get the
list in the newsletter. April challenge photos will be shown at the April meeting.

April
Blooms Pranks
Lunchtime At 5:00 PM (make note of the date)

Meeting Schedule
Meetings are held on the 3 Thursday of the month at the Sierra Vista Police Station Training
Room, 911 Coronado, Sierra Vista. Meetings begin at 4 PM. April meeting: Restoring Old Photos

2026 Meeting Calendar
April 16: Restoring old photos: Val Sleger and Norm Beasley

May 21: Polarizing Filters: Betsy Kunzer
June 18: Photographic Art Collection: Ande Savage

Officers

President: Sheila Foraker

Vice-President & Program Coordinator: Bob Luce
Secretary: Joyce Genske

Treasurer: Madeleine Charron
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hy3gh89ir38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uyK5TTC95T4
https://digital-photography-school.com/bracketing-what-is-it-and-what-to-do-with-the-images/
https://digital-photography-school.com/a-beginners-guide-to-focus-stacking/
https://digital-photography-school.com/a-beginners-guide-to-focus-stacking/
https://digital-photography-school.com/a-beginners-guide-to-focus-stacking/
https://digital-photography-school.com/a-beginners-guide-to-focus-stacking/
https://digital-photography-school.com/a-beginners-guide-to-focus-stacking/
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