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Camera Controls For Landscape Photography
Adapted from a Photzy Quick Guide by David Veldman

Photo provided by Val Sleger

Over the next several issues, we will explore controls on your camera that can help 

improve your photography, with a particular emphasis on landscapes. This month: 

metering.

Metering is “the method by which your camera measures the light in the scene.” 

Before digital photography, photographers had to carry light meters to determine the 

proper exposure for their film. Today’s modern cameras can meter without a 

separate piece of equipment.

There are three primary options for controlling how the camera assesses the light in 

a scene: Multi (or matrix), Spot, or Center.

Multi-metering, or matrix metering, averages out all of the light and dark areas in a 

scene to create the best possible exposure for all parts of the image. For landscapes, 

this is the most common mode. The challenge comes with scenes with high degrees 

of contrast, such a bright skies, snow, or large bodies of water. 

If you are focusing on a single shadowy point in your scene, a switch to Spot 

metering might give better results. The camera’s meter will then base its exposure 

on that darker area and give you better results.

Center metering is similar to Spot, but it gives heavier weight to values in the center 

of the frame, as opposed to only a single area. Think of this as a compromise 

between Spot and Multi.

Continued on page 2
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Weekly Challenge

At each meeting of the Club, held on the 3rd Thursday of each month, four challenge prompts will 
be presented for the following month. Focus on one word or phrase each week to complete all 
four to share at the following month’s meeting. Folks who can’t attend the meetings will get the 
list in the newsletter. March challenge photos will be shown at the March meeting. 

March
Boots
Technology

Letters
Feathers

Meeting Schedule
Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Sierra Vista Police Station Training 
Room, 911 Coronado, Sierra Vista. Meetings begin at 4 PM. March meeting: Jon and Val Sleger – 
3 Weeks in Europe

OfficersPresident: Sheila ForakerVice-President  Program Coordinator: Bob LuceSecretary: Joyce GenskeTreasurer: Madeleine Charron

Officers
President: Sheila Foraker
Vice-President & Program Coordinator: Bob Luce
Secretary: Joyce Genske
Treasurer: Madeleine Charron

March 19: 3 Weeks in Europe: Jon and Val Sleger

April 16: Restoring old photos: Val Sleger and Norm Beasley

May 21: Polarizing Filters: Betsy Kunzer

2026 Meeting Calendar

Metering (continued)

How do you set the metering mode on your camera? It depends. Even between models of 

the same brand, the controls may be different. You may find a dial, button, or touch-

screen option to change the mode. The modes for some cameras may be found in a 

menu, or through an Info button. Take some time to locate the control on your camera, 

and experiment with different modes to truly understand how they work.

Resources to learn about metering

Understanding Metering and Metering Modes

Metering Modes Explained (9:32)

Next month: Bracketing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hy3gh89ir38
https://photographylife.com/understanding-metering-modes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXpbzifLh88
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXpbzifLh88
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXpbzifLh88
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXpbzifLh88
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXpbzifLh88
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