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Seeing Scotland as a Native
By Joyce Genske

In August, 2025, I had the wonderful opportunity to see Scotland not as a tourist but
rather as a native. I had been invited by friends who are Scots, born and bred, to
stay with them in their private home. No hotels for me this time. Living for a little
over two weeks in a Scottish home really gave me the feel for what normal life is like
there -- everything from the usual household chores, governmental issues that are of
importance to the residents, to dining in local pubs where the food could rival the
best of anything a restaurant could offer. It also afforded me the chance to see the
Scotland tourists never see and, importantly, I always felt perfectly safe every place I
went.
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Crowds in Edinburgh City Center
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7 Ways (continued)

The weather was most accommodating. It was rainy or dry, cool or warm, sunny, cloudy
or merely overcast, windy, breezy or calm -- in short, it did everything but snow. Most of
the days were perfect for picture taking with few or no shadows. I was in my glory!

Since the Edinburgh Tattoo was happening, Edinburgh city center was very crowded and
congested. So instead of spending a lot of time there, my friends took me to places that
are actually in the Edinburgh city limits but off the beaten path and almost never visited
by outsiders. These places turned out to be a photographer's treasure trove of
opportunities. We also visited some fishing villages and other sites that are usually not
seen by tourists.

Some of the first places I saw were the Glencorse and Loganlea Reservoirs. Fishing at
these sites is very good with cool clean waters and a multitude of birds in addition to the
fish. The surrounding scenery was amazing. Rolling hills covered in purple heather and
dotted with fluffy white sheep demanded the camera spring into action.

Prestonfield House in Edinburgh, built in
1687 and once a private residence, is
now a small boutique hotel with beautiful
grounds to roam around on. There were
pheasants walking around loose and the
spectacular Heiland coos (Highland cows
to Americans) in a pasture as well as
sculptures and numerous flowers and
plants decorating the grounds. The hotel
itself is elaborately decorated but still
maintains a feeling of opulent comfort.

Fishing areas like Portobello Beach had
large stretches of clean shoreline, sea
shells to collect, birds to see, sculptures
to appreciate, and once off the beach
area, lovely old historic buildings. I was
= also treated to Springfield Mill, once the
Sheep and heather site of two paper mills, but now a
recreational woodland. Figgate Park was another treat with ponds and boardwalks to
help visitors further enjoy the natural beauty and wildlife of the area. These sites are
all within Edinburgh city limits.
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7 Ways (continued)

North Berwick, about 20 miles from Edinburgh, is another seaside town which also has
Bass Rock that has a lighthouse, home to a multitude of puffins and gannets.

More touristy areas included the Falkirk Wheel that lifts boats, passengers and all, from
the Forth and Clyde Canal to the Union Canal. It is the only rotating boat lift of its kind in
the world. Amazing to see in operation to be sure. Another impressive site was the
Kelpies. Kelpies are said to be water spirits, living in Scotland’s many lochs, which would
often take on the form of a horse. The actual monument is dedicated to horse-powered
heritage throughout Scotland'’s history, and the kelpie name just brings in nicely that
myth that Scottish folklore is so full of.

Of course, I visited the Royal Botanic Gardens, strolled down Princes Street Gardens,
visited Jupiter Artworld in East Calder, checked out Mid Calder that has a kirk (church)
dating from 1541 along with other interesting sights.

There is so much more I could share with you but it would turn this article into an entire
book. Needless to say, I had a wonderful time and would have been happy to just stay
and not return home but my visa and passport dictated that I leave Scotland, so with
heavy heart, I did. ~» y o 3
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“Heiland Coo” at Prestonfield House. All photos by Joyce Genske
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Weekly Challenge

At each meeting of the Club, held on the 3™ Thursday of each month, four challenge prompts will
be presented for the following month. Focus on one word or phrase each week to complete all
four to share at the following month’s meeting. Folks who can’t attend the meetings will get the
list in the newsletter. February challenge photos will be shown at the February meeting.

February
Puzzle Awkward
Citrus Honest

Meeting Schedule

Meetings are held on the 3 Thursday of the month at the Sierra Vista Police Station Training
Room, 911 Coronado, Sierra Vista. Meetings begin at 4 PM. February meeting: Joyce Genske will
share photos and discussion about her trip to Scotland.

2026 Meeting Calendar
February 19: Scotland Trip — Joyce Genske

March 19: 3 Weeks in Europe: Jon and Val Sleger
April 16: Restoring old photos: Val Sleger and Norm Beasley
May 21: Polarizing Filters: Betsy Kunzer

Have you tried “shooting through”?

A fun little exercise is to use an object to serve as a
frame for your subject, and then shoot through that
frame, leaving it in the image. Examples of framing
objects might be tree branches, shrubbery, or
architectural features such as doorways or porticos.
Keep your eyes open for natural frames and see
what kind of photos you can make. Be sure to share
your work with the club.
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Shooting through a hedge at Butchart Gardens,
by Val Sleger

Officers

President: Sheila Foraker

Vice-President & Program Coordinator: Bob Luce
Secretary: Joyce Genske

Treasurer: Madeleine Charron
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hy3gh89ir38
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